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The Annibersaries. 


THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of this society was held on 
Wednesday in Exeter Hall, the Earl of Shaftesbury 
in the chair. It was, as usual, very numerously 
attended. The noble Earl was supported by the 
Bishop of Carlisle, the Dean of Carlisle, Lord Charles 

Sir Thomas Lloyd, M.P., the Hon. A. 
Kinnaird, M. P., Mr. S. Gurney, M.P., Mr. W. 8. 
Allen, M.P., the Bishop of Victoria, and a numerous 
of the clergy of different denominations. — 
Rev. CUARLAS JACKSON commenced the pro- 


costings by offering prayer. 

The Rev. S. Bercne read the annual report, which 
stated tht since the establishment of the British 
and F n Bible Society more than 52,000,000 of 
copies of the word of God, in whole or in part, have 


been circulated from its depdte, while other kindred 
societies which have sprung out of it, and have been 
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aided by it, have distributed about 40,000,000 of 
copies more; so that 7 the present century | 
above 90,000,000 of copies of the sacred Scriptures 
have been put into circulation by Bible Societies 
alone in various-parts of the world. The number of 
, in which the Bible is circulated has been 
raised from 50 to above 170, while the number of 
versions of the Holy Scriptures hitherto com 

(there being sometimes more than one in 
the same language) is 213, the preparation of which 
has been promoted, directly or indireotly, by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. In above thirty 
instances languages have been for the first time 


solaset: $0. 9 tamien, See, @ coor & ore 
people speaking them the Word of God. In tion 
to ite labours in Great Britain and Ireland, with its 
colonies, and the circulation of English Soriptares 
to the extent of 30,000,000 of copies, the society 
seeks to prosecute its work in all the countries of 


Europe, as well as in the Asiatic and African conti- 


nents, in Madagascar, the islands of the South | 


Pacific, in South America, Mexico, Labrador, and | 
Greenland ; and is ever ready to supply all Christian 
missionaries with the Word of God for the Pagan 
millions of the world. The receipts from ordinary | 
dources for the year ending March 30, 1867, have 
reached the sum of 171,923“. 12s. 8d., being 10,094. 
17s. d. in advance of the previous year. To this 
must be added 4541. 14s. 10d. received for the China 
Fund; 61. 9s. 6d. for the special fund for India ; 
14,0961. 15s. 11d. further contributions to the Build- 
ing Fund; and 9722. 48. 8d. for the Paris Exhibition 
Fund; making a grand total of 187,508“. 17s. 7d. 
The sum applicable to the general purposes of the 
society is 87, 760“. 16s., being 7 4s. 10d. more 
than was received under this head in the preceding 
year ; the receipts for Bibles and Testaments have 
reached the sum of 84,1621. 16s. 8d., showing an 
increase of 2,859/. 14e. 8d. The ordinary payments 


have amounted to 196,258/. 13s. 3d. ; and adding the 
gum paid on account of the Jubilee, China, and India 

the total has reached 202,318/. 58., being 
19,9161. 18. 7d. in advance of the previous year. If 
to this sum be added 14,127/. 12s. on account 
of the society’s new premises, it be seen that 
the total expenditure of the year has amounted to 
216,445/. 17s. The is under e ta to 
the extent of 109,502“. 148. 10d. The issues of the 

for the year are as follows:—From the 
depot at home, 1,393,976; from depdts abroad, 
989,404 ; total, 2,383,380 copies. 

The CHarRMAN, in his opening address, described 
the impressions made upon his mind by a recent 
visit to Paris. He said :— 

The debt we owe to the Imperial Government for the 
large amount of liberty aod privilege that they have 
accorded to us is one that demands our most serious 
ie. Everything has been done that can do honour 
Bios Hill te bo devoted te religions perpenss 

ev 0 ous 
t foundation, the illustrious Guizos was 
and afterwards in his 


in several 

hem; and Mr. 
that to the other half an 
assigned : so that all who uent the Exhibition msy 
have the means of seeing the great re-ults produced, 
under the Providence of God, by this roclety—the hun- 
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translated, and the efforts that have been made and | 


but it ie possible that in the in- | 
dulgence of a seal, ral seal, they should be | 
overpassed. I think it desirable to inculcate the utmost 
discretion and care. (Hear, hear.) We must recollect 
that in France we are under a Roman Catholic Govern- 
ment ; that we are in the presence of a Roman Catholio 
Ohurch, and have to deal with a Roman Catholic 
people, governed by Roman Catholic laws, and when 
large and extensive privileges have been acooraed 


to us, I think it would not only be injadicious but un- 

principled to do anything that should in the least degree 

confidence that has been 
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gigantic progress 
and 


have begun to see that the knowledge, the ! the foll 
apprehension of His Word, are the only means by which 
they can withstand the pos political, social, and 
religious perils that beset on every side. (Hear, 


gratitude 
of the 

I wish not only in my own name 

the name of all my comrades, to 

book this very day.” (Applause, 
Sir T. Luorp, M.P., adoption of the 

report, which was seconded by the Bishop of Car- 

LISLE, who said that while thinking over the matter 


| of the meeting an anecdote occurred to his memory 


which appeared to him to be rich in instruction with 
regard to the great work in which they were engaged. 


nguish the Chris- 


of the Cessars. But during their searoh 
me | a copy of the Scriptures of truth; 

they seized and committed to the flames. This 
was the last great effort of Satan, whose aim was 


1 Rev. Dr. Mtirz moved the second resolu- 


of the day, as recorded in the rs, were read 


He ing tendency of a 
to treat ſu 2 flippant and sar- 
most sacred of all subjects—the 
inspiration of the Bible. He could wish that the 
and talent, the vast intellectual power, 
skill which the press had at command 
were devoted to the advancement of the great traths 
contained in the Bible rather than being employed 
to scatter doubt and infidelity throughout the land. 
He had recently seen an instance of the sad effects 
produced by an article which had lately appeared in 
the Pall Mall Gazette, impeaching the authenticity of 
the Gospel of St. John, and declared that he would 
not for worlds bear upon his conscience the responsi 


bility of being the author of such an article. He 
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proceeded to argue against the sophiams of the 
Tractarians, particularly dwelling upon the views 
put forth by Dr. Williams and Dr. Wilson in“ Besays 
and Reviews,” and quoted from the 
“ Pentatench,” in order to show that so far from 
the modern discoveries of science being antagonistic 
to the Scriptural account of the operations of nature, 
they more and mere, as they advanced, confirmed 
the truth of the Mosaio cosmogony. Another 
tendency of the present day was to underrate the 
Epistles of the New Testament. The Christianity 
of some men was the Sermon on the Mount, and the 
practical parte of the Bible—no dogmatio teaching. 
That was the reason they could not d St. 


because St. Paul was “ so painfully dogmatio.” This, 


before now, and may still, upon some subjects—I won't 
gt toes heel ee ae with the 
Protestant Dissenter—the man who loves Saviour, 
—I won't say [ feel ten thousand times 

with him than with Ri 
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in we found nothing to shake our 
in this, that it not only contains the Word of 
that it is the Word of God from first to last. 


The Rev. J. Catvert, Wesleyan missionary from 
the Fiji Islands, was the next speaker. Inthe 
of his speech he referred to the practice of canni- 
balism, which was not yet extinguished. 
before he left on his second visit to Fiji a 


was not yet extinct in that group of islands. The 
Fiji group consisted of eighteen inhabited 

scattered over a surface of 300 miles of latitude and 
300 miles of longitude. The mission was commenced 
in the year 1835, and he arrived there in 1838. 
Already God had given His blessing to the labours 
of the two missionaries that had preceded him, and 
about 200 persons were joined in Christian com- 
munity. Then they had twelve chapters of the 


Gospel of St. Matthew, that had been printed by the 
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The reports of the last Australian Conference show 
an increase in the number of members in moat of 


from the field, while 


the districts, the largest being that in Fiji. The total | 1 


number of members in the colonies is 20,638, being 
an increase of 1,036; and on the mission stations 
28,795, being an increase of 849 in the year. The 
concluded with an a for still further 
liberality and help from the churches. 
The Rev. W. Antuvr, president of the Conference 
of the report, and 
enity both 


moved the adoptipn and — 
acknow the measure o 
and financial, which had 


would not be heard. 
The resolution was seconded by Mr. Groncz 
„M. P. for York. 
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total value of the grants made, had been 3,042 
4. IId. Under the domestic grants were included 
tracts and books for sailors at all the and for 


and circulation of vernacular tracts, 


rise to i 
nearly every country of . W Bie 
also Include publications in i, Hin 
Marathi, Guzarati, Hindustani, Tamil, 


e language spoken 
Calabar. alco inchado felted Gamations 06 the 

onsin Australia, Canada, and other 
North America, and to the West Indies. 

total receipts for the year were 110,774/. 19s. 3d. ; 
the expenditure 109,209/. 7s. 3d.; the total issues 
from Paternoster-row, 38,720,491 ; bable from 
Foreign auxiliaries, 8,000,000, making a total of 
46,720,491. 

The Cuarmman then addressed the meeting, re- 
ferring to the excellence of the society’s publications, 
and pointing out that they repudiated the modern 
talk about an altar, and a sacrifice, and a human 
A enigyd they knew nothing about such things; 

they exalted one name, one person, one — 
the „and the work of our Lo 
was 
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His precious blood, and assured that then 
be a present and complete and personal 
He then referred to the spiritual claims 
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the same management, for the Vernacular Society of 
India, about 193,700 copies of various books and 
tracts; but this rt did not include numbers 
issued from the London Mission presses and Church 
Missionary presses which were established in several 
— — an — A — eee we 
tracts gone from these presses during 
= year, making altogether something over a 
undred million copies. It was a matter of great 
satisfaction that these books were now being largely 
sold as well as given away freely. For many years 
the missionaries scarcely ever sold a book in India: 
the hardest work he ever undertook in India was to 
try to sell these books, but he rejoiced to find there 
were now men who could preach the Gospel and then 
offer the book immediately afterwards for money. 
The Rev. F. Cannon, A.M., chaplain of the f 
in seconding the resolution, spoke of a visit ha 


paid last year to the armies in war, Visiting 
— about two-thirds Prussian army 


and seeing probably two-thirds of the 
Austrians Res Brassient in the itals. He 
believed his efforts had been crowned with success in 
many cases. He spoke in very favourable terms of 
the religious condition of the ian army 22 
the march from Prussia to Bohemia. Not only di 
they observe the worship of God on the Sabbath, but 
every evening about half the troops attended ser- 
vices conducted by their chaplains ; and great regard 
was paid to the observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
As to the hospitals, he thought there must have 
as many as twenty thousand wounded Austrians 
carried into Prussian — — and treated by the 
Prussians with all the kindness and attention paid to 
their own men. 

The Rev. J. WrittaMs, A. M., chaplain at Milan, 


supported the resolution, and described the Progress 
of evangelical truth amongst the Italians, he 
attributed in a great measure to the distribution of 
tracts. 


The Rer. Dr. Surru, of New York, moved a vote 
of thanks to the chairman, been seconded 
by G. H. Davis, Esq., LL. D., h was warmly 
acceded to. The proceedings closed with the bene- 
diction. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


Union was held at 56, Old , 
about 150 friends met — * 


— was held, prosided over the Kev. 
1— r. B presided at Ay A. 4 
Thore were representatives present from Birmingham 
Birkenhead, Halifax, and 


radford, Brighton, Derby, 
many other towns. After devotional 
subject for conference was in 
Cox in an in 


. | they not put into the most inconvenient places, and 


were not all the associations of chapel 
consequence P 


was 
having been despatched, the conference 
sitting. Mr. Brockermann, who is engaged 
committee in the work of Sanday-school 
Germany, gave an interesting account of 
Sunday-schools. The subject of the rating of Sun- 
day-schools was then introduced, and eventually 
— resolution, moved by Mr. Huon 

by Mr. J. 8. Davies, and supported by Mr. 
J. Forrester, was unanimously carried :— 

consisting of representatives 

— 9 to confer with the — 2 


appo 
ment who are willing to co-operate with the delegates from 
Lancashire, in — to introducing a bill that exempt, 
Sunday-schools from being rated. 


The annual meeting was held in Exeter Hall in the 
evening, when there was an immense audience. The 


Hon. A. Kinnaird presided, . q 
D. Pratt, Mr. 
Wisemen, Rev 


Watson, Mr. Groser, Mr. 1 
Charles Reed, Mr. S. Green, Rev. L. v. 
R. Robinson, Rev. W. Gill, Rev. R. Berry, Rev. R. 
Seddon, &. 

After devotional exercises, the Cuarrman said a 


because 
sionary work it was well to reflect on the time in 
which they lived. The object of the Union was purely 
missionary, and he cherished the belief that there were 
none who were teachers who did not look for the salva- 
tion of the souls of the children. (Hear, hear.) It 
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them 
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The Rev. Joun Garwoop then read the report of 
the committee. The following is a sammary of the 
number of missionaries, their work, and its results, 
in the year 1866-7 :-— 
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The Rev. Dr. Davis, of the Tract Society, bore 
testimony to the zeal and energy of the missionaries 

and also pointed out the arduous and discouragin . 
nature of their duties, calling for an amount of self. 
denial in preaching the Gospel which few could 
understand. With regard to the distribution of 


tracts, he thought the society had acted i 
and . He did not know any class for when, 
the Tract t to make provision more. 


freely than for the London city missionaries. 

Mr. Jonx Maceregcor suggested for the considera. 
tion of the committee whether men of business might 
not be attracted to the meetings, if, instead of last. 
ing between three and four hours, the duration of 
the meeting was limited to two hours. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the 
proceedings. 


CHRISTIAN VERNACULAR Epvucation Socrerry ror 
Inp14.—The ninth annual meeting of this society was 


_| held on April 25, at Willis’s Rooms, St. James’s. Mr. 


J. C. Colquhoun presided. The report stated that the 
committee had four training colleges in active opera- 
tion, which there was every reasoh to hope would 
become centres from which Christian vernacular 
education would receive a new impulse. The efforts 
which have been made to raise the standard of secu- 
lar education in the native heathen schools and to 
introdace Christian instruction among them have 
been carried forward with increasing zeal and vigour. 
These efforts had been cordially approved by the late 
Bishop of Calcutta, who shortly before his death ex- 
amined into the operation of the schools. The com- 
mittee were glad to state that the Government con- 
tinued the grants in aid, which they regarded as 
evidence that the secular instruction imparted by the 
schools and the discipline maintained in them met 
po 1 approval. There were no less than 72 

in operation, and there were upwards of 4,000 
boys under the charge of the society’s native teachers. 
The publication work of the society had been actively 
carried on, educational works having been issued 
in fourteen different languages at the rate of 1,200 
copies a day; so that the society was, in fact, 
adding fully one-third to the supply of Christian 
literature in India. The receipts during the past 
year amounted to 6,345/. The chairman called spe- 
cial attention to the purpose for which the society 
had been formed—namely, that of training native 
teachers in India. He remembered holding a con- 
versation with the late Dr. Chalmers on the oooasion 
of his resigning the ministry and becoming a Uni- 
versity Professor, when that eminent man observed 
that he had hitherto been salting the meat, but that 
he was now manufacturing the salt. Such was the 
work that that society had undertaken to perform. 
They had been blamed for attempting so arduous a 
task, and had been asked what they to 
accomplish ogy * 200,000,000 of heathens in the 
Indian og is answer was, much. By train- 
ing the minds of the native youth they sent them 
among their own countrymen, and by degrees 
the errors and su tions of h 
removed from minds, amd the principles of 
Christianity became implanted in their hearta. The 
Hon. A. Kinnaird, in moving the adoption of the 
report, congratulated the meeting on the fact that 
the society was cordially sustained in ite efforts by 
every kindred institution in the empire. Four 
normal schools in Caloutta, Umritsur, Ahmedno 8 


dergoing a satisfactory examina- 
tion in Divine saving knowledge. Since then seventy - 
eight schools, containing 4,000 boys, had been ope- 
; these might be greatly increased, as it 
was that there were 50,000 of these 
heathen schools in Bengal alone. The annual coat of 


hich | maintaining this whole scheme was under 500/. The 


dangers of this metro 
robbed by those wretched crimps and rascals who 
invested almost every seaport! There were also 
missi es the Germans, and others 
amongst the Jewish part of the population. 
The Rev. E. H. Bickersrera, of Christ Church, 
Hampstead, proposed a resolution against the de- 
crease of the number of missionaries, and said that 
committee would allow no one to tamper with their 
undoubted right to be certified that the men whom 
they em were men of faith and prayer. Some 
been of opinion that it w have been 
not to make the reductions which had been 
made during the last two years, but to come forward 
and make a more strenuous endeavour to procure the 
necessary funds. Whatever difference there might 
be upon that point, however, he rejoiced to think 
that the committee were now determined to make a 
stand, and he trusted they would be su in it. 
The rev. then seconded the resolution, 


Rev. E. Auriol, the Rev. Mr. Storrow, and Mr. J. 
Murdock, from India, then addressed the meeting, 
and the proceedings closed by a vote of thanks to the 


chairman. 


REVISION OF THE PrareR-noox.—At a meeting of 
the Society for the Revision of the Prayer-book on 
Friday, Lord in the chair, his lordship ex- 
his conviction that there would be no peace 
in the Church until e ing was rooted out of the 
Prayer-book which in any way sanctioned the doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome. The Rev. R. Bingham, 
the clerical secretary, read the report. On the motion 
of the Rev. J. Turner, vicar of Deddington (who 
said that both the Liturgy and the Thirty-nine Articles. 
could not be true, because they were inconsistent 
= Bf other), 4 by * Rev. 17 N. 

m vicar rington, the report was 
adopted. The meeting was eu uently addressed 
by the Rev. Dr. B ood, the Rev. C. J. Carr 
= n the Rev. G. — 

0 gentlemen, a strong ap 
was made for additional aid to the society. 


—— — 
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and it was unanimously agreed to. 
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